r. Dana Olden Baldwin (1881-1972) moved

to Martinsville in 1910 after receiving his

medical degree from Leonard Medical
College at Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C. He and
his family members—four younger brothers and
sisters later followed him north—were the impetus
for many businesses and social outlets for the city’s
black community.
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Dr. Baldwin is believed to be the first
physician from Martinsville to
volunteer to serve in World World 1. Commissioned as a
lieutenant, M.R.C. at Ft. Des Moines, lowa after basic
training, he served in France during with the 92nd
Division, 317th Sanitary Train, and the Ambulance Corps
of Company 368.

Stabbing Cousin

The Journal and Guide, a
weekly black newspaper
published in Norfolk, Virginia,

MARTINSVILLE, Va— Enter-
prising race business men of Mar-

=ffalk. Va

Heall

in some years produced six rege of buaeeial istory during
. e waning 3
On; N editions: one devoted to A group headed by Dr. D. 0.

Baldwin, prominent ph}swian or-
ganized and incorporated the Mar-.
tinsville Brick Company, this com-
munity's latest industrial enter-
prise, which is capitalized at $24,-
000 and at present Iists around 40
stockhelders.

The incorporation papers and a

national events, one for state

news, one for North Carolina,
one for the Tidewater Peninsula,

one for Norfolk, and one for

charter were recently issued by the
State Corporation Commission, at
Richmond, authorizing the new
company 1o begin business

Other oflicers of the pew enter-
D prise in addition to President Bald-
{win include Obediah Mitchell, vice

hrough his entrepreneurship, Martinsville gained a president s W L. Reynalds, treasur-
B ) {er; L. T. Farly, secretary, and Ar-
wood yard, a brick company, a pharmacy, a hospital,

Portsmouth.

Newly Organized Corporation Has
Capital Outiay of $24,000; To
Start Immediate Production

tai\
*The company recently purchased

tinsville wrote their names on the \ from J. A, Hedgecock, the machin-

ery and other equipment, used hy
the recently discontinued Firestone
Brick Company, at Firestone this
to be utilized il the manufacture
of red clay brick.

A tract of land has been leasrd
on the Danyille and Western xail-
road from E. L. Davig, located near
Hensley's Crossing, where the man-
ufacturing plant is being construct-
ed. Production of brick will get
underway within the next 60 days,
or as soon as all necesary equip-
mént has been installed.

The daily capacity uf the plant
will be approximately 75,000 brick,
giving work to more than 25 pers
song.  Later the company plans to
begin the production of tile, terra
cotta and many other articles that
can he made out of clay.

I mour McDanie‘I. assiztant secre-
movie theater, swimming pool, bowling alley, pool
hall, dance hall, cafe, hotel, a newspaper for blacks and wage work for black
women at a new pants factory. The Baldwin brothers are also credited with
organizing annual black fiddler’s conventions, Agricultural Fairs, and
Martinsville’s annual June German Ball.

r. Baldwin’s memberships included the Virginia Medical Society,

National Medical Society, Masons, Elks, American Legion, Veterans

of Foreign Wars and Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church on -
Fayette Street. His hobbies ranged from ballroom dancing and playing the
guitar to checkers and shuffleboard.

— Sources include published profiles of D.O. Baldwin, M.D. by John B. Harris,
the Martinsville Bulletin and Fayette Area Historical Initiative

John P. Bing, M.D.,
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oral history interviews; Photo courtesy of Beverly Millner from the History of the

American Negro, Virginia, edited by Arthur Bunyan Caldwell,
courtesy of Douglas L. Stegall.

WORKING AND PLAYING ON FAYETTE STREET: an exhibit created
through the partnership of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities
and the Fayette Area Historical Initiative.

1921; matchbook cover




