
D U R I N G T H E BALL, Fayette
Street businesses reportedly
stayed open all night. Ve n d o r s
lined the sidewalks selling
b u rgers and ham biscuits, fish
sandwiches and “snowballs” to
spectators and dancers, while
thousands of people walked
s h o u l d e r-to-shoulder on Fayette
and between Barton and
Spencer where traffic was
blocked for the evening.
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Apex was the Baldwins’
family home; dark

dots indicate a “German”
dance was once held there.

—Martinsville June German Ball
program, back cover, circa 1938

P H A R M A C I S T S A M BALDWIN took
c h a rge of organizing the June German
Balls and booking the bands in advance.
The dance became a kind of homecoming
event, drawing relatives and friends back
to Martinsville for the annual event.

June German Ball memories are still being collected by FAHI; 
Beverly Millner provided the photo of Sam Baldwin and Alberta Wilson 

provided the program.
WORKING AND PLAYING ON FAYETTE STREET: an exhibit created 
through the partnership of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 

and the Fayette Area Historical Initiative.


