
WORKING AND PLAYING ON FAYETTE STREET: an exhibit created 
through the partnership of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 

and the Fayette Area Historical Initiative.

ROY PRILLAMAN, who took over operation of the Fayette Street grocery
after his father David Crockett Prillaman died in 1912, stands to the left of
the meat scales, while employee Harry Nunn wears the other apron in this
1924 photo from the Martinsville Bulletin. Nunn’s father, George, and an
unidentified man are on the far right. 

Roy’s son “Bill” Prillaman and Robert Prillaman (no kin to Bill) ran the store
from 1948 until Robert’s retirement in 1989, when Barbara Shively and
Curtis Carter, store employees, became the new (and current) owners.

Though the sign out
front notes that
Prillaman’s Market

has been on Fayette Street
since 1911, the current
owners can trace the shop’s
existence in Martinsville
back to 1902 through old
store documents and
newspaper advertisements.
Their store ad in a June
German Ball program (left)
reflects the grocery owners’
commitment to serving
black and white customers
for more than 100 years.
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