
Historical issues of the Martinsville Bulletin are available on microfilm from
the Blue Ridge Public Library and can also be read 

at the Bassett Historical Center. 

WORKING AND PLAYING ON FAYETTE STREET: an exhibit created 
through the partnership of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 

and the Fayette Area Historical Initiative.

The new
theater
could seat

more than 400.

T H E F I R S T M O V I E theater for
blacks in Martinsville opened in 1911
on Fayette Street in the basement of
the old Jones building now housing
the Martinsville Hotel. It was an early
business effort of Dr. Baldwin’s that
d i d n ’t succeed. 

H o w e v e r, once he opened the
Baldwin Theater on the Block in
1929, with Cecil B. DeMille’s “King
of Kings,” the Saturday tradition of
ten-cent movies and nickel sodas had
arrived. When he later leased the
operation to R.S. Brown, the name
changed to the Rex T h e a t e r.


