Virginia African American Museums and Historic Sites Network
Draft Prospectus

(December 20, 2010)

Membership  
Any museum, historical site, or historical organization in Virginia with a focus on African Americans. Other cultural organizations or individuals with dedicated African American programming and/or collections are also eligible for membership.      

Purpose 

The VAAMHS network is a voluntary organization for the purpose of 

1. promoting Virginia’s African American history and heritage as evidenced/experienced through member sites/organizations and their programming;

2. sharing best practices in preservation, collections management, programming, and other areas important to the management and survival of said institutions and artifacts;

3. sharing resource development opportunities (i.e. grants and other funding opportunities) among the network members;

4. providing networking support to members via shared information, loaned artifacts, etc., as able; and 

5. advocating for museums and historical organizations on projects involving the preservation and protection of African American heritage and institutions in Virginia.
Meeting Schedule
The VAAMHS network members will meet three times per calendar year: 1) at the business meeting at the annual March VAM conference, 2) at regional level meetings in the late spring/early summer, and 3) at another full membership meeting sometime in the Fall.
Dues

Membership in the VAAMHS network will remain free until its members decide to assess a fee and the scale thereof.
Governance

The Steering Committee of the VAAMHS network will remain in place for 2011, allowing the membership to fully assess the group’s governance needs.
