Invitation

Virginia African American Museums and Historic Sites Network

Inaugural Meeting

Tuesday, March 15, 2011

1:00 p.m. Portsmouth Renaissance Hotel

Portsmouth, Virginia

We’re writing to ask you to join us in a new initiative that, we believe, will offer many long-term benefits to Virginia—to residents of the Commonwealth, to tourists and other visitors, and to the organizations involved.

For the past year we, along with a group of approximately fifty others, have been exploring both the need for and the feasibility of creating a statewide African American Museums and Historic Sites Network.

Tremendous energy and enthusiasm have been evident from the first exploratory meeting, which was held at Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church in Richmond, in December, 2009.

At a second meeting, held during the Virginia Association of Museums annual conference in Richmond last March (2010), a Steering Committee was formed to create a plan for moving this initiative forward.  

A Prospectus outlining the Network’s mission and a vision for its future is attached.

This Prospectus was developed and has been unanimously endorsed by the Steering Committee, but as a planning framework only.  
Key questions about the goals of the Network and how it is to be organized long-term will be discussed at the first truly statewide meeting of the group, which is planned to coincide with this year’s VAM Conference in Portsmouth (March 12-15).
If you are not already planning to attend this year’s VAM Conference, please consider doing so.  One of the conference programs, to be held on Tuesday morning, March 15, is a two-part session entitled “Interpreting African American History at Museums and Historic Sites: Challenges and Opportunities.”  This program was organized by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities.
Another session the previous afternoon, entitled “Whose Truth Is It?,” was organized by the Robert R. Moton Museum in Farmville.  It focuses on the challenges of reconciling documented historical “truth”—defined by scholars and journalists—with the memories of individuals whose lives were directly affected by historical events; and how they remember and interpret the past.
These are challenges familiar to many museums—and others—whose work is to interpret the history and experience of African American communities in Virginia.

The conference formally adjourns immediately following the Tuesday morning session, and we will convene
the inaugural meeting of the statewide African American Museums and Historic Sites Network at 1pm.
You do not necessarily need to register for the VAM Conference to participate in the Network meeting; but
you will need to register to attend the Conference.  VAM is offering a special registration option for those 
who may only wish to attend one or both of the individual sessions listed above.
Because this subject is so important, and so timely in communities throughout Virginia, our intent is that the VAM session and the inaugural meeting will complement each other—that conferees will be encouraged to stay on for the Network meeting, and that those interested in being part of the Network will want to attend at least a portion of the VAM Conference as well.

Please note that membership in the Network is open to museums and historic sites with a sustained and significant focus on Virginia’s African American history, as well as to other cultural organizations and individuals with extensive collections related to this part of Virginia’s collective past.
Please note, too, that there is no charge to organizations or individuals wishing to be part of the Network initiative—no dues or annual fees unless at some point in the future the members themselves should decide to assess them.

Again, we want to strongly encourage you to join us in Portsmouth in March, to help launch and give shape to this new statewide initiative.  If you are not able to attend, your—and your organization’s— participation are still needed as the Network moves forward.

Please let us know if you are planning to join us for the inaugural meeting on Tuesday afternoon, March 15, 2011.  You can do this by contacting Carolyn Cades at the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, 434-9247202 or carolyn.cades@virginia.edu.

To register for the VAM Conference, visit the Virginia Association of Museums website at www.vamuseums.org.

We look forward to seeing you in March and to working with you in the months ahead.

Sincerely,






           For the Steering Committee
Audrey Davis, co-chair
Alexandria Black History Museum

Maureen Elgersman-Lee, co-chair
Black History Museum and Cultural Center (Richmond)

Therbia Parker, co-chair

Collector and Historian, Suffolk

David Bearinger

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

Margo Carlock

Virginia Association of Museums

